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Becoming the People of the Resurrection 
 
Read Mark 15:33-41; Isaiah 53:3-9 
 
Today we desire to explore the idea of the Father forsaking the Son.  In becoming the sin 
bearer, His Father would turn away from Him (Mark 15:34-36).   
 

“During the three hours which the darkness continued, Jesus was in agony, wrestling with 
the powers of darkness, and suffering his Father's displeasure against the sin of man, for 
which he was now making his soul an offering. Never were there three such hours since 
the day God created man upon the earth, never such a dark and awful scene; it was the 
turning point of that great affair, man's redemption and salvation.” ([emphasis added] 
Matthew Henry's Concise Commentary on Matthew 27:45-50) 

 
“Jesus cries out in the words of Psalm 22:2, a psalm of lament that is the Old Testament 
passage most frequently drawn upon in this narrative. In Mark the verse is cited entirely in 
Aramaic.”1   
 
There is mystery here which we are incapable of penetrating or comprehending.  Somehow 
within the Tri-unity of God there would be a judicial breach between the Father and His only 
begotten Son.  The Holy Spirit would weep at the broken fellowship within the unity of God.  
How does the mortal mind wrap itself around such impossible thought?  Yet our inability to 
realize its depth must not allow us to lessen the deep and utter despair felt by the Son of God. 
 
John Gill correctly notes how, “This expression is one denoting intense suffering.”  Where 
might we make sense of such an utterance?  First, the intense pain provoked the response.  His 
pain was not simply physical, but equally and perhaps more so emotional and spiritual.  
Second, the nature of the warfare taking place provoked the deep groaning.  Satan and his 
devilish nymphs danced circles of sneering glee at the death of the Son.  Famine, drought, and 
darkness prevailed and engulfed the moment.  The living bread, the living water, and the light 
of the world “died”.   
 
“Christ striving mightily with Satan, sin and death, all three armed with the horrible curse of 
God, grievously tormented in body hanging upon the cross, and in soul plunged into the 
depth of hell, yet he clears himself, crying with a mighty voice: and notwithstanding the 
wound which he received from death, in that he died, yet by smiting both things above and 
things beneath, by the renting of the veil of the temple, and by the testimony wrung out of 
those who murdered him, he shows evidently unto the rest of his enemies who are as yet 
obstinate, and mock at him, that he will be known without delay to be conqueror and Lord of 
all.”2  
 



 

Where is God in all of this? Where was the comforting hand of God in this most trying and 
dire moment? 
 

“Yet we have reason to think that there was still something more than all this that 
produced this exclamation. Had there been no deeper and more awful sufferings, it would 
be difficult to see why Jesus should have shrunk from these sorrows and used such a 
remarkable expression. Isaiah tells us Isaiah 53:4-5 that ‘he bore our griefs and carried our 
sorrows; that he was wounded for our transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities; that 
the chastisement of our peace was laid upon him; that by his stripes we are healed." He 
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us Galatians 3:13; he 
was made a sin-offering 2 Corinthians 5:21; he died in our place, on our account, that he 
might bring us near to God. It was this, doubtless, which caused his intense sufferings. It 
was the manifestation of God’s hatred of sin, in some way which he has not explained, that 
he experienced in that dread hour. It was suffering endured by Him that was due to us, 
and suffering by which, and by which alone, we can be saved from eternal death.” 3 

 
F.B. Meyer’s correctly notes how, “There is no possible way of understanding, or interpreting, 
these words, except by believing that He was suffering for sins not his own; that He was 
being made sin for us; that He was bearing away the sin of the world. It is not for a moment 
conceivable that the Father could have ever seemed to forsake his well-beloved Son, unless He 
had stood as the Representative of a guilty race, and during those hours of midday, midnight 
had become the propitiation for the sins of the world.”4  
 
“The absolute peak of the agony that He and His Father had planned and foreknew had 
arrived.”  The Story is done; we now live in its afterglow.   
 
“The believer may have tasted some drops of bitterness, but he can only form a very feeble 
idea of the greatness of Christ's sufferings. Yet, hence he learns something of the Savior's love 
to sinners; hence he gets deeper conviction of the vileness and evil of sin, and of what he owes 
to Christ, who delivers him from the wrath to come.”5   
 
His separation from the Father produced an unbreakable bond between God and His people.  
Because He was forsaken, we would never be forsaken.  His fellowship was broken in order 
that ours might be restored and forever established.  Who might boast before such grace?   
 
The elements comprising His crucifixion are cruel and harsh.  Our mortal minds cannot grasp 
the depth of His pain.  We can no more watch the raping of innocence or the pilfering of purity 
than we can watch through our mind’s eyes the disgust of this event.  But watch we must.  We 
must not turn our gaze from the crucified Christ.  It is for us, our sins He is to drink such bitter 
dregs.  Listen carefully to the statement made by the prophet Isaiah. 
 

3 “He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; 
And like one from whom men hide their face He was despised, and we did not esteem 
Him. 4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves 
esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted. 5 But He was pierced through for 



 

our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being 
fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed. 6 All of us like sheep have gone 
astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us 
all To fall on Him. 7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He did not open His 
mouth; Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before its 
shearers, So He did not open His mouth. 8 By oppression and judgment He was taken 
away; And as for His generation, who considered That He was cut off out of the land of 
the living For the transgression of my people, to whom the stroke was due? 9 His grave 
was assigned with wicked men, Yet He was with a rich man in His death, Because He had 
done no violence, Nor was there any deceit in His mouth” (Isa. 53:3-9). 

 
How can reasonable minds doubt the veracity of the Scripture?  There are several movements 
within the crucifixion highlighting the pungent remains of the drained cup.  First, He was 
stripped of his garment.  This speaks to His shame and the indecency of the act itself.  He was 
left naked and exposed for all to view (Mark 15:24).  “Christ hangs naked upon the cross, and 
as the most wicked and base person that ever was, most vilely reproved. This was so that we, 
being clothed with his righteousness and blessed with his curses and sanctified by his only 
sacrifice, may be taken up into heaven.”6  Second, He was considered to be an outcast and 
transgressor, thus justly deserving the treatment received (Mark 15:27, 28, 32).  Those with 
whom He hung were also His tormentors.  Third, He was relentlessly and ruthlessly mocked 
and tainted by those who were lesser than He (Mark 15:29-32).  Fourth, He felt the burden of 
becoming the sin bearer and the judicial act of His Father turning away from Him (Mark 15:34-
36). 
 
Yet it is His role as sin-bearer that we desire to note.  We begin by allowing the Scripture to 
speak. 
 

“He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor. 5:21). 
 
13 “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us--for it is 
written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE" -- 14 in order that in Christ 
Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we would receive the 
promise of the Spirit through faith” (Gal. 3:13, 14). 
 
21 “For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you 
an example for you to follow in His steps, 22 WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY 
DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; 23 and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; 
while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges 
righteously; 24 and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die 
to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. 25 For you were 
continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and 
Guardian of your souls” (1 Pet. 2:21-25). 
 



 

“For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us 
to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit” (1 Pet. 3:18). 
 
23 “Therefore it was necessary for the copies of the things in the heavens to be cleansed with 
these, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ did 
not enter a holy place made with hands, a mere copy of the true one, but into heaven itself, 
now to appear in the presence of God for us; 25 nor was it that He would offer Himself 
often, as the high priest enters the holy place year by year with blood that is not his own. 26 

Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but 
now once at the consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the 
sacrifice of Himself. 27 And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this 
comes judgment, 28 so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will 
appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await 
Him” (Heb. 9:23-27). 
 
4 “Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness. 5 You know 
that He appeared in order to take away sins; and in Him there is no sin” (1 John 3:4, 5). 

 
The life He lived and the death He died did something undoable by mortal men.  In Christ the 
curse is reversed; alienation becomes adoption and rejection results in reception.  In the 
purpose of God, His Son would become the sin bearer.  He would place on His Son the sins of 
His people.  His Son would be the woman’s seed who would crush the serpent’s heel.  By Him 
becoming sin for us, we would become His righteousness before the Father; breath-taking, 
amen. 
 
 
                                                 

1 http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/matthew/matthew27.htm#v46 
2 Geneva Study Bible on Mark 15:34 
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4 Meyer, F. B. Our Daily Homily [Emphasis added]   (http://preceptaustin.org/gospel_of_mark_illustrations.htm#15:34) 
5 Matthew Henry's Concise Commentary on Matthew 27:45-50. 
6 Geneva Study Bible on Mark 15:24. 


